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Abstract:  

Being in balance with nature and coping with both its potential gifts and its threats is part of the 

human legacy of survival strategies and has been for centuries. Indeed, the heritage of previous 

generations is more than merely the beautiful built environment; it is also a source of profound 

knowledge about sustainable development, including sustainable hydrologic systems that support 

urban settlement in arid environments. In arid parts of the world such as Iran, hydrologic systems 

have been the backbone of settlements and urban development, while such systems dictate many 

aspects of living in these areas; this does not necessarily mean that they compromise residents‟ 

quality of life. The Persian Garden-City provides a powerful example of how a sustainable 

approach can lead to a higher quality of life without limiting prosperity. Studying these ancient 

settlements, moreover, can provide us with a deeper understanding of how to create a sustainable 

urban design in similar environments today.  The present paper explores two main morphological 

patterns of Persian Garden-Cities through case studies - those of the cities of Taft and Isfahan- 

with a focus on the role of their hydrologic systems. The case studies delineate not only the 

differences in their urban pattern but also their means of dealing with water scarcity in ways that 

brought about prosperous lush urban dwellings. 
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